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Bemg aF rank Talk With “MaestroMary » About Her Job

” I‘f l,t / /

sooner than that, though.”
“About when, may I ask?"

I have landed a good job,” said Mary.

ARY GARDEN is at last to marry, She will try matrimony at so. Ques-
tion. How old is “Our Mary"? There need be no wild scrambling by men
who consider themselves eligible for almanacs and biographical diction-

aries to discover the secret of Mary's age because it would be a case of love's
labor lost. The man of “Our Mary’s” choice is neither a Chicago mounted po-
liceman nor a Russian prince. He is an American, but his identity is a secret.
Mary absolutely refuses to say who he is.

“He has promised to wait for me until I am so,” she said. “I will marry

“After 1 put the Chicago Opera Company on a paying basis, which 1 think
will be in 193a,” replied Mary cautiously.
. Miss Garden received e.uc!!y 142 proposals of mrrftxe through the mail
Immediately foHowmg her appointment as director-general of the Chicago Opera
Association. “See, they want me now, these trifling men, when they learn that

O881IP and ordinary patter were to be
left entively out of our talk by mu-
tual agreement in arranging for the

interview which 1 enjoyed with Miss Mary
Garden, the new general director of the Chi-
cago Grand Opera Assoclation.

“T want to find out just how you spend
vour day as a working woman,” 1’ suggested
1o "“Our Mary.”

“Well, don't you dare call me up en the
phone making dates with me,"” carolled the
diva. “You come over to-morrow-—make it
#arly and stay as long as you want"

I wag on hand at 9 o'clock A. M. "Our
Mary" was on the job one full hour before
| arrived, Her desk wus lttered with mall.
She was attired In u tight fitting tailor
made suit of brown. She looked the part
of a real American business woman. She Is
the feminine type of a real “"Go-Getter."
Her heavy ldded eyes are brighter to-day
than 1 have ever seen them. They are still
Salome’s. The red mouth still belongs to
Thaie. The smooth chesks are smoother
than they were when she electrified the two
hemispheres in Lowise,

Harder Work Than She Had
Thought Is the Job of Impresario

“Say, this job pof bomsing an opera com-
pany 18 hard work," Miss Garden started.
“Half-past seven o'clock every morning my
beauty sleep ls rudely Interrupted by the
harsh discords of a jangling alarm clock.
Then 1 Jlump—yes, jump—into my clothes,
tnke & skimpy breakfast—youa know 1 only
#at one real meal a day, and that is at night,
I watch my welght llke a professional pu-
alllst,

“But why the dleting?" we inquired.

“You're not A woman—and you're not get-
ling Into the 40 cluge!”™ sho exclaimed.

“After breakfast, what?"

“Yes, what?" chorused “"Our Mary."
“That's it, WHAT. BEverything on the cal-
vndar from conferences, directions, telephone
calls and a weeny little slesta.”

“You don't mean to say that you find thme
to sleep on the job?"

“Hvery afternoon I sleep one hour,” sald
Miss Garden, with o smile. “Whenever 1
am to sing at night 1 le In bed all after-
noon, and the day after it has been my cus-
tom to remain in bed for the greater por-
thon of the day. That's how 1 keep mysell
in condition to sink. Furthermore, my
slesping Itinerary is the foundation stone of
my peptimism. ™

“1 don't quite follow you on this peptim-
iem sturf,” I replied,

“Well, I'm not preaching health lectures
lo the world, but [ respectfully solicit o
vareful Inspection. 1'm in the best of henlth,
the Bloom of youth is still on my cheoks—
wnd It's the real stuff, nature's own—I oat
ke & horse at night, and 1 defy any woman
in the world to-day to say that she has more
‘pep’ than Mary Garden.”

“Now, after brukhult?"' I asked timidly.

"Heading the morning papers, 1 read
them as carefully as any city editor, Yes,
lika real clty editors, 1 rend them twice and
somotimes three times, Reading the dally
papers is a fine art. 1 get inspiration from
the day's naws, It's refreshing. The mind
i# clewr in the morning, and theére Is enly
one way to improve one’s mind to my way
of thinking, and that is to read the morning
papers.

“After 1 have gona through the papers 1
read and open every bit of mall addressed
te Mary Garden. The mafl (s divided into
twa plles. One pile ropresenita personal nt-
tention correspondence, By that, T mean
thnt 1 personnlly answer, The other s dele

gated to either my secrétary or one of m)
other asslstants.”

“Don't you find thal opening your own
madl and reading It tnkes up a lot of your
time "

“Yes, It does,” sawid Miss Garden. "But I
want to know just who ls writing me letters
and what they want to know You can't
beat first hand information.”

“Ahout how many messages huve you re-
colved, letters, teléegrams und cablegrams,
wishing you success!"'

Miss Garden's Idea of How
To Keep the Average High

“Two bagsfu! so tar,” repled Mise Our-
den. “And quite & few that were anything
but—waell, they wouldn't be classed as en-
comiums without stretching a point. After
the mail, rehearsals. I have the good for-
tune of being able to slng fairly well, and
when the occaslon presents Itself 1 just
jump in and sing the part the way I think it
whould be sung. You know I have sung
evervthing almost in grand opera, and not
only that, T can tell when an artist is not
«iniging It right.

“Supposing an artist wanders from the
key during a regular performance, have you
tnken any precaution to guard agalnst such
g contingency 7 was nsked.

“Indeed I have. I'll let you In oh a Nitle
gecret,” whispered the directress. *“1 shall
atten@l the opera performuances alone and
incognito. Only one night a week will I
put on the siliks and dinmonds and sit in a
box, But I do not intend to spy on my
artists. I want to get the Impressions of
the audience. That's my ldea of making a
gn of my new job. Give the opera patrons
whut they want. The only way that 1 can
get these Impressions Is to-sit out in front
with them. Some nights [ will sit up Iln the
gallery with the Itallan barbers. The fumily
clrele will elaim me one night, the main foor
another and the boxes one night o week,
when 1 am Mary Garden the artist. I shall
do thie beenuse [ want to make good. Every-
body who has tried to educate the American
operagolng public has elther gone broke or
crazy. It's Just Hke running 4 newspaper,
this buginess of running an opera company,”
4ald Miss Garden. “Find out what the peo-
ple are thinking obout and talking about
ind give it to them,

“We all know what the professor thinks
of the bug, but none of us know what the
bug thinks of the professor. Well, for cen-
turies artistic directors of operas have been
the professor; but this director, yours truly,
Intends to play the part of the bug—get me,
the audience (s the bug with me—and find
out why It {& that the Chicago Grand Opera
Company needs an angel with a ton of
money at the end of avery opera season 1o
wipe ont a deflelt that runs Into a big for-
tupe.”

It might be mentioned here that Mr. and
Mrs. Harold F. MeCormick have for several
vears personally guaranteed the expenmes
of the Chicage COGrand Opera Assoclation.
Next year will he the last season that Mr,
MeCormici's guarantes will run. He an-
nounced recently that he would withdraw
his affer at the conclusion of next meason’s
opera.

"What will yon do when Mr. MeCormick
withdrawa his fAnancinl support from the
company

“That means nothing to me,” repiled “Our
Mary,” "because by that time—1022-—1 shall
have the Chicagn Opera Association on a
paying basts. Yes, making money for the
Mrectors.”™

“Do you intend to gut the salariss of the
Artiets

Bossing an Opera Company Is Hard Work, the Diva Admits.
but All’'s Well While Stars Continue Telling Her Their
Love Affairs---Up at 7:30, She Plunges Into Multitude
of Tasks With Never Failing

gl la S R

“Peptimism”

Mary Garden, opera star, finds her work as manager of the Chicago Opera Company more exacting
than she expected. Care of details, however, does not worry her, and she is going ahead with definite plans
to put the organization on a paying basis. Photograph shows her in her Chicago office.

“No, I intend to raise the salaries of real
artlats,” sald Mlas Garden, "1 shall separate
the false from the true. The day of fanecy
salaries for opera artists has passed, [ shall
do things in my new job. First I shall please
my publle; second, I shall make money for
the company.

“The opera must be ruled with an iron
hand,” continued the directress. “That s
the sort of & rule I intend to give It I'm
busy with organization now. The only place
that the foreign element will be represented
in my company will be on the stage. There
will be only Americans connected with the
business end of the company.”

“You wouldn't say that (vrelgners were
poor business executives?' 1 asked.

“T'll answer that question In my own way.”
answered Miss Garden, "The bLusiness head
of an opera company comes in contact with
the public continuously. He must be u big
man, He must be a diplomat and, above all
things, he must be able to twlk American—
you know what I mean—talk it well enough
to get the money for the company. You
don't find many suoccessful Amercan busi-
ness men tripping over their artistic tem-
peraments.”

“1 understand that you swung the axe oh
one of these temperamental chaps to=day 7

“Yes, and, don't forget, 1 swing a wicked
cleaver,” mald “Our Mary™ with a laugh, "I
replaced Romeo Francioll, the stage director,
by appointing Jucques Coinl in his stead
You know Mr. Colnl was respohsible for all
the hig Hammerstein prodoctions. He was
the father of “Salome,” “Thais" and “Elek-
tra.” They just adore Jacques in New York
Continuing the Story of

Miss Garden's Busy Days

“Following rehearsals I spend one hour
with members of my ¢company listening 10
thelr grievances,”” volunteersd Miss Garden
“1 must confess that 90 per cent, of them
are fancied, But the remaining 10 per cent
are homest Injun kicks, Such mismanage
ment as the Chicago Opera Company has
experienced during the past season has al-
most wrecked the company. 1 am gradually
gotting matters atralghtened.

“I must tell you also that I am getting
wlong better than 1 thought T would in my
new work,"

“What's Lhe sign ™’ 1 anxiousiy Inguired

Ahe whispered: “The artiste are beginnionz
to tell me about thelr trouBles of the heart
Yes, vew, thelr love afMainre vew, thres of
them have told me everythimg about theh
swesthearts”

‘I don't quite eatoh the signifieance 1
durted out.

“You're orazy,” answered Miss Goarden
with unmistakable evidence of peevishness
“Dron't you see that 1 have thelr confidence?
They're mine, They're working with moe—
not for me, When you get opera stars to
unburden thelr ‘tugs at the heart’ they'll
go to hael]l for you. "

A8 she finlshed her oxplanation she
brought her fist down on fhe table with the
foroe of A Jack Dempsey upper cut. Right
thera and then T agreed that “Our Mary”
wnf a natural born fighter

“DId you ever tell your love affaire to ans
of your artistie director2?" ventured I

“Only one—and that was long ago,

‘“ake me on to
Who was ha?"

was when 1 wis a girl—"

grandmother?” [ sald
“1 am younger to-day
thundered Miss Garden,
ters that T received only e
by saying that I had written my own death
warrant when I signed the managerial con-
Chicago company.
« to pass, hut not yet

She Would Like to Be to America

What Carre Was to France
nn ample opportunity t
direciress while she

It must be truthfully
golden halr has

discusging her

counted nimost twenty distinot
Although the light wus good | wis unable to
dlngle wrinkle, TI
time have vet Lo make
‘Our Mary's” perfect skin
“Then it remained for w
over our Mary Garden,”
“That's the best thing foreizners do, dis-
opern stars Aand sve
Garden replisg with a smil
“T don't quite get the

foreigner to dis-

connection of sav
them for themselves;

 destinies of the Opera Comique in Parie,

wis 4 wonderful man., 1 want to be to

inew that mysell.
needed direction.

trained actors—you
on & well regulated vaudeville bill an aet that

name of trained seals,

to. Parls and brought m
hen my troubles Doegan.

“T had no troubles in Paris,
I was accepted as the exponent ol
fact, I created it

woman who could give
But they understand now.

enntinved Miss
ton much these
T Wil run the company like a ball
elub=—plenty of morning exercisa™

"How 18 It that nearly
singer of nota has been
by a forelgner?™ T asked
v Amerioans prefer
trademnari pinned on a singer,” hotly replied

‘discovered’ abroad

plied Miss Garden. “Everyvbody In Amerlca
with a volee will got & chance to sing in my
company. 1 shall spend my own money to
encourage the struggling American singers.
1 shall produce one, yes, two, Ameriean
operas every year as long as 1 am at the
head of the company.”

“You are a real booster for ‘Made In
America’ goods” 1 replied.

“We must have foreign operas tw fill the
seats.” continued the diva-directress. “Hut
If 1 can get oneé new operan a year from
Amerlcnn composers It will only be a [ew
yvears hence when we will Jead the world in
musie. At the present tlme forelgn operis
are the meal tickets of every opers com-
pany.

“Fifyy per cent. ltallan, 35 per tcent
French and 16 per cent. English will be my
repertoire rating when I get under way next
season. 1 intend to revive a few Oerman
operas later on."”

“Now that we have the rehearsals out
of the way how do you spend the rest of
vour day?”

“Phen comoes the real work.” sighed Miss
flarden. “1 spend one hour or more with a
representat ve of Mr. Harold MeCormick,
head of the directors of the Chlcago Opera
Company, All bualness detalls are gone Into,
such as new racta, &c."

“There 1= conslderable talk that Mme.
Amelita Galll-Corel will sign a contract with
the Matropolitan Opera Company.”

Galli-Curei Has Promised the
New Director to Remain

‘Please deny that sillv rumor,” Miss Gar-
den replivd with vmphasic “Galll-Curcl s
with me tn my Hew job in A thonsand Aif-
forant. ways She wants to see me mnke
good., Ehe s gong to help me, heCalise some
day she might want to tackle the same job
herself. Bhe's my friend.”

“I understand that vou are agaihst vour
artists singing In New York or making con-
tracte that canll for appearnnces here and
New York?"

“Now York is the greatest opora ity in
America to-day" replied Miss Garder It
a an asset to sing In New York. The New
York pubie & my publle, Now Yorkers whe
ittend the opera are ao intelllgent Why
would sooner wirg in New York than Parls
any day.” Mary clapped her Jewalless hand
Logether enthusiantically

Conlinuing, the diva-managerces sajd: Tet
us finiah this day with Mary Garden, the
hard working business woman—whets Wet
we? Oh, ves, conferences with the box of
floe representiative After that [ go to my
hotel, where I Indulge n & cup of ten and
my afternoon nap Then T met up, read
more mall, answsr (slephone calls by the
dogen, Alctate lotters and maks proparation:
ror tha only square menl T edt every twenty
four hours—my dinner Aftar dinner i
ot of the way my svening starts In. Tes,
and 1 Intend to watch over my young bud-
ding prima donnne.  Midnight 1fa t& the
worst enemy théss poor young creatures
have to contend with. And, like Manager
MeGraw of the Glants ance told me, a ball
player has to Ba In hed by midnight 1t ke
in ta play a wood Brand of ball the next day,
Same thing with apera stars—partioularly

dot to bed early, taboo the midoight du
ners with wine.”

“You're guing 1o he some manager,” | ven
ured.

'“The best In the world if my ocompan
will work.,"” replled the directress. “If the
don't they can go elsewherc. My job de
pends on resulis. The only way to get r+
sults is to lay the law down and see that
& obeysd.”

The Stars of the Company Are
Heart and Soul With Mary

The Chicago Opera stars are all with 'O
Mary™ heart and soul in her new undertal
ng, Miss Cyrenn Van Gordon said:

"Miss Garden will make good with a bang
she has the good wishes of every member
of the company.”

‘Leave it to Mary., She'll make gooa
wid Carmen Pascova, mezzo-sopranc of the
SAOTLEMATLS “She will be Just s greal as

Meoetor ar she has been ae an artlst. This
s a woman's age, and there i= no gond
reason why Miss Garden shoold not be ue
nendougly successful, Every member of the
ompany is going to be back of her, and |
feel sure that she will make the opera sea
son here greater than ever befors in its his
LTy

Rosa Haisa said: “Miss Garden is a womau
who can be trusted to succeed.’ She I8 a4 re
markable business woman, and under he:
direction the opera seuson nexi year is surs
to be an even urealer success than the
Present Season

Joseph Hislop, Scotch tenor, shared the
sdation of a fellow countryman over the ap
pointment, Suld he:

‘General Halg a Beotchman, He led
the British w victory over the Germans, 1
do not see why a Scotch woman should not
be successful as director of the Chlcagn
Cpera Company,

“I have go objections at all o working
for a woman if she does nol treat me rough
We have always been good friends and had
no difficulties. 1 am highly pleasod over the
appointment and think that it should worl
out very well"”

Charles Marshall, American tenor, whi
was given a nendous ovatlon on the o
casion of hix inital appearance here, wa
equally enthuslastic

“1 am very much pleased with the appoin
ment,” suid Mr. Marshall. “Miss Garden is
wand fo e suecess Women like her
couldn’t help but sucecad in anything tha
they undertake. She s o woman of brain
and brogd minded encugh to glve every ond
chance. 1 b ve that under her Frend
wnd Itallan opera will have an egqual chane
here.”

Amelitn Galll-Curel telegraphed her o«
gratulations from Minneapolls as follows

‘1 know you will win. e sure and pic
out a good buminess manager Good T

and lots of love until T see you agmin™
Miss Garden announced that she wou
feature Charles Marshall, the America
tenor, when the Chleago opera compan
plays ts New York cngagement whi
qtarts next weekl 1 would §i to take M
Marshall on tour to show wha wonderf
American singer we have [r n
Mary Oarden's career bogng
She wns born In Scotland, b
with her
started her musical
risached this countr

plano and violi Bhe ok fir VOOl

arent when 8 yonrs

lesson at the r1 Aftor two yoars «
private Inswuction in Chicago, during whi

time ahe appenred in the dual role of sopren:
sololst At e Ur nEregationa

Church on Bundays and the prima donna
extraordinary Houth Silv amateu!
OPOra COmjan
tinue bher st Three wvears of hops
despair and strugrie followed, Three month
wiore her expecied debul as Michosia
‘Carmen’ her fret unexpected chance came
The artist who was
pera of that name wo wilden)
1 ing a performancs Mary Garden won
Iin the third not in a part ahe had studie
wlome and never had rehoarsed Tha nox
morning the Hitle mirl from nowhers Wik
famous, The lone =irugegle was over Far
r-nlmn'nr.-1\[a-.-::-1-.

The Useful [ 10n

/ (CORDING gome of the farmer
A inst Afriea. the lon should be pr
- tncted as useful animal, notwit

n

went to Paris to con

ing Lowise in the

standing the fact that ance in a T
kills & man e Hon, thoy malntair
urent dAestrover of noxiowus herhlvoraus
mals, such ne sehras ahd antelops wh

ire A Acourge to the flelds

In one distriet, they may, no less than 34
llons were killed In one season by huntes
And they estimate that this represents th

saving of 35,000 to 40,000 sebras A nnts

lopes, which would otherwise have fallen
prey to the lonm that were destroyed. O
course the hunters shoot sehras and ant

lopes nlan, but thi= fact., they think. doe
nnt counterbalance the destruction of thos
wnimals that would hnve beon affectad by



